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Fall 2015

WCSA AlumNEWS
Schmidgall ’63 Honored by Pit & Quarry Magazine

Neil Schmidgall ’63 recently was inducted into the Pit &
Quarry Hall of Fame. Pit & Quarry is the leading equipment and
technology media source for the crushed-stone and sand-andgravel industries. Schmidgall was chosen for the honor based
on his achievements in portable conveying technology.
Schmidgall founded Superior Industries in Morris in 1972
and was among the third generation of Schmidgalls to create his
own aggregates-related business. He was the first, however, to
branch off into aggregate equipment manufacturing.
“At the time, I was starting a young family,” he said to
Pit & Quarry. “The sand-and-gravel work was seasonal, but
manufacturing was a year-round thing. I saw the advantages of
going more into manufacturing.”
Beginning with just two employees—Schmidgall and
his wife, Linda—Superior has grown into a multi-division
engineering, manufacturing, service, and sales organization.
Employing more than 1,300 workers, it is the largest employer
photo courtesy of Pit & Quarry in Stevens County and one of the fastest growing private
companies in the United States.
Superior, under Schmidgall’s leadership, perhaps has been best known for its contributions to the portable
conveyor, its innovation of the FD Axle, and its commitment to customer care; Schmidgall himself is known for
the values he instilled: integrity, commitment, freedom. These values have continued to shape the company since
his retirement in 2004.
Schmidgall remains an active member of the organization, though. Known to his team (and by his business
cards) as “coach,” he now views his role as one of indirect leadership.
“I am not looking for lots of recognition,” he says. “My reward is watching the young folks grow up and take
responsibility.”

photo courtesy of Pit & Quarry

Chancellor Johnson
Announces Retirement
Greetings from
the Director of
External Relations
Over the last few months I have had several
fun email exchanges with an Aggie who attended
the WCSA in the late 1950s. Due to his family’s
relocation, he did not graduate from the school, but
his interest in the WCSA and his fond memories of
his years here have not diminished. He suggested
that it would be great if the newsletter could provide
a platform for memories and stories to be shared by
those who attended here. With his encouragement,
and because I have received an ample number of
interesting stories and tidbits from alumni since the
publication of the spring newsletter, it was decided
that we would dedicate space in this issue for the
publication of these items submitted by Aggies in
their own words. I encourage you to send me your
own submissions for consideration in future issues.
You can call or email me anytime with
questions, concerns, or just to say hello. I always
enjoy hearing from alumni and can be reached at
320-589-6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu.

Carla Riley ’85

Chancellor
Jacqueline R. Johnson
plans to retire as
chancellor at the
end of the academic
year. During her
tenure, the campus
has experienced
enrollment growth,
increased its capacity
to support students
through donor-funded
scholarships and other
philanthropic gifts,
and established itself as a national sustainability
leader in the higher-education community.
“It’s the perfect time for the campus to
experience new leadership: we are well positioned
for the present and the future, our enrollment
remains strong, our student profile represents the
diversity and talent that is part of our heritage, the
quality of our faculty and staff is outstanding, and
our residence halls are full to overflowing,” says
Chancellor Johnson.
University of Minnesota President Eric W.
Kaler will lead the next steps in the search for
Morris’s next chancellor, in consultation with the
campus community. A new chancellor will take
office next summer.

Greetings from the Alumni Association President
Lyle, Mark, Larry, Virginia, Carol, Janice—what are your thoughts when you hear these
names? If I add books, desks, paper, report card, diploma, do they call up memories and feelings?
I hope so. Certainly four years of high school should bring back a few memories from
that period in our lives. When we graduated we were filled with four years of memories
of making friends, studying, and developing as individuals, prepared to go out into
society to make a living and create more memories. Was that important? Yes. Now we can
come back 50, 60, or 70 years later and still have that feeling of belonging to something
special. We all had accomplishments and made lifelong friends while at the WCSA. We’re now a part of the
generation that doesn’t need to accomplish a lot every day! However, we still want that feeling that says “well
done, good to see you again to trip our memory bank.”
I regret that I was unable to attend this summers reunion, and I look forward to writing future articles
for the alumni newsletter as your board chairman.
Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55
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Pictured: Keith Kvistero ’62, Tom Payne ’60, Sherry Bergeland Johnson ’62, and Loren Maahs ’56 receive WCSA
jackets in appreciation for their board service.

New Board Members and Officers Elected

During the annual meeting of the WCSA Alumni Association at the 2015 All-School Reunion Loren
Maahs ’56 and Thomas Payne ’60 were elected to serve on the board. Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62 was elected to
serve her second term.
Maahs and Payne fill seats vacated by Ted Storck ’54 and John Peternell ’60. The WCSA Alumni Association
thanks them for their years of service to the organization.
Current officers are: Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, president; Thomas Payne ’60, vice president; Patricia
Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary; James Dewey ’54, treasurer.
Board members not pictured: Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, James Dewey ’54,
Donna Mecklenburg ’58, and Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62.

WCSA Alumni Garden Planting

Located in front of the education building, the WCSA Alumni Garden is a gift to the Morris campus from
the WCSA Alumni Association. The garden surrounds a memorial to WCSA students and alumni who served in
World War I, World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. Each spring alumni return to help current
students plant flowers there.
Pictured: Janet Sauter, facilities management; Gail Boe, senior gardener; Ann Ternes ’17, Gonvick; LuWanna
Hintermeister ’60; April Olson ’16, Saint Paul; Carol Pederson Meyer ’60; Jessie Hauff ’16, Humboldt, South
Dakota; Paula Mercurio ’17, Saint Cloud; Tom Payne ’60; Katie Vosberg ’17, Fergus Falls (kneeling)
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Summer 2015

All-School Reunion

This year’s all-school reunion brought more than 100 Aggies together on campus on a beautiful day in mid July.
The group enjoyed brunch, business, and fellowship in Oyate Hall. Later, members of the Classes of 1950, 1955,
and 1960 hit the town for food and fond reminiscing.

Class of 1950
Left to right, seated: Janice Dewey Walkup, Vivian Christopherson Jorgenson, Edelle Bruce Magnuson, Anna Gibson Rothi, Betty
Norman Anderson, JoAnn Redfield Anderson, Audrey Rinke Jackson, Duane Kolle
Left to right, standing: John (Jack) Walkup, Richard Keller, Merald Thorstad, George Schuman, Phyllis Boen Dyer, Walt Stumpf, Judy
Klicker Anderson, Bertha Maus Sperr, Donna Evavold Sonmor, David Hagen, Jim Kennel, Phyllis Thielke Harste

Class of 1955
First row: Carol Dewey Erlandson, Janice Berg Arneson, Becky Koehl Banwart, Mavis Chapman Muller, Elaine Aswege Harstad
Second row: Richard Storck, JoAnn Miller Wendt, Virginia Fahlin Makela, Robert Torkelson, Janice Oakstrom Johnson
Third row: Lyle Nelson, David Arneson, Richard Minahan, Eldon Larson, Tallack Johnson, Stan Weeding, Werner Goerke
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WCSA Winter
Gatherings in
Warm Places
1950s Graduates
Seated: Ted Storck ’54, Gary Wendt ’54, Chuck Spohr ’57, Gaylan Evavold ’53,
Floyd Eliason ’53, Ron Schoephoerster ’53, George Libbon ’53
Standing: Leon “Bud” Kopitski ’59, Jennes Swenson ’53, Russell Erlandson ’55,
Dean Travland ’58, Jim Dewey ’54

1940s Graduates
Seated: Verva Lamb Kristenson ’44, Andrew Brevig ’46, Roy Thompson ’44,
Carmon Jackson ’49, Lou Etta Hanneman Savoy ’44, Virene Brunkow Olson ’47
Standing: Lester Sanderson ’47, Ward Lamb ’47, Cal Anderson ’48, Ralph
Sperr ’48, Ruth Rattlemiller Meyer ’45, Marilyn Hennen Mahoney ’45, Robert
Rolfe ’45, Les Dehlin ’46

Whether you are a year-round
resident of Texas or Arizona, a
winter snowbird, or a visitor to
the Southwest, you are invited to
attend these West Central School
of Agriculture Alumni Association
warm-weather get-togethers.
Arizona
The Arizona WCSA All-School Winter
Reunion is planned for Monday,
February 8, 2016. Gather at 10 a.m.
for conversation and a noon meal at
the ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort
(8700 East University Drive, Mesa, AZ
85207). All are welcome. To make
your reservation, contact Ardean
Hauschild ’53 at azdlph@gmail.com
or 480-373-1444. Please do attend if
you make a reservation, as the resort
charges for them.
Directions: From U.S. 60, exit
on Soussaman Road, north about
three miles to University; right on
University; and left on Hawes Road.
The resort is on Hawes Road.

Once again, a good time was had by all who attended!

Texas
WCSA alumni and guests are also
invited to gather for an informal
winter Texan reunion on Wednesday,
February 17, 2016, at 11:30 a.m. at
Gatti’s Pizza (4100 North Second
Street, McAllen, TX 78504). No
need to RSVP—just mark your
calendars and join the fun! For more
information, call LaVonne Dupree ’59
at 701-640-4991.
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In Your Words

AGGIES SHARE MEMORIES FROM THEIR DAYS AT WCSA

Larson in the 1948 Mocassin

Arloa Fae Zahrbock Knutson Larson ’48 shares “a goofy song [she]
learned back when [she] was in school at the West Central School of
Agriculture.”
“I know that we sang this song at an assembly where our dormitory personnel
presented the program,” she writes.
…Oh!
We’re from Morris can’t you see by the dawn’s early light
What do you know on a Saturday night
When the only girl you know,
Face like a pole, built like a pole—
Fireman, Fireman, save my child!
Oh, a girl’s best friend is her mother!
Good evening, friends!

Wally Redfield ’53 recounts his mailroom job experience under Superintendent Allen W. Edson.
One wintry afternoon in 1951–52, Wally gets himself into a bit of trouble with Mr. Edson.
In the fall of 1951, my first week as a junior, I came back to my room and was told Supt.
Edson wanted to see me right away. Thinking it was some bad news, I hurried to his office. What
a relief to find out he wanted me to be the mailman for the year. Duties included checking the
incoming student mail, type up a list and post it, being in the mail office for 1/2 hr at noon,
handing out mail, selling stamps, etc. After school hours, I picked up the letters to be mailed
and took them downtown to the post office.
After walking to the post office for a couple weeks, I got nerve enough to ask Mr. Edson if
I could haul it downtown in my pickup. (This was the first year students could have vehicles on
campus.) I told him this would give me more time for “studying” and sports. He agreed on one
Redfield in the
condition—that there would be absolutely no riders. I thought, “No problem.”
1953 Mocassin
One afternoon during a winter storm, I had just got the mail in the pickup
when a girl, who I thought was really neat, and one of her friends were going
down town. Being a “good guy,” I told them to get in. Guess who walked in front
of the pickup? Oh boy!
The next morning, I sorted the mail and typed up the list as fast as I could
(this job took place right outside Mr. Edson’s office). Just when I was ready to
leave, he said “Redfield, I want you in my office.”
He said, “Do you remember the deal we agreed on?”
I answered, “Yes.”
“Well, do you suppose if you walked for two weeks, your memory would
improve?”
I promised him that it sure would. After the two weeks was over, I went in
and asked if my driving privileges were restored. He answered, “Yes, and by the
way, I would have done the same thing you did.”
My respect for Supt. Edson really increased that day.
Edson
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Class Notes

Everett Holtz ’42, Fargo, North Dakota writes: “I am still using some of the training I received while attending
WCSA. I am 91 years old, and my mind still works pretty good. I lost my wife in July of 2011. I live in an apartment
in Fargo. Wish you all a good year.”
Gladys Olson Pearson ’46, Rosholt, South Dakota, writes: “Greetings to all of my classmates of ’46. I would like
to mention I keep in contact with several of the ’46ers, namely Deloris Jackson Bertram, Les Dehlin, and Lois
Moerer Smidt. There are other WCSA alumni who live in the Rosholt area that I see weekly. They are Jeanne
Hahn Swartz ’48, Shirley Nelson Lee ’61, Ronald Lick ’59, Eddie Madsen ’59, and Donald Simonson ’40. I
missed this year’s reunion, but hopefully there will be a next year!”
Bonnie Affield Heuer ’57 writes that while she could not attend reunion this year,
“you all will be in [her] thoughts.” She continues: “I have been in South Carolina
for six years living with a wonderful man whom I have known for eight years, and we
are still on our honeymoon. Enclosed is a picture of us taken in 2014. Old age sucks,
but growing old with Don is great! We are both in good health and still doing a lot of
traveling, mainly to Texas to see my daughter and Don’s son [and to] Arkansas to see my
two sons who are fishing guides, so we always get the big ones! Once a year we go to see
my 92-year-old uncle and aunt. We have a good-size garden, which keeps us busy with
the weeds and produce from it. If any of you are in the Spartanburg area, give us a call,
come see us. 864-574-4405.”

Fondly Remembered…

Iola Maanum Stark ’32, Alexandria, passed away April
2015 at age 103. Iola worked as a switchboard operator
and later as an assistant to Dr. Heegaard at the
Alexandria Clinic for almost 20 years. After moving to
Bethel Manor she spent her time volunteering there,
where she operated the greeting card and crafts sales
shop. She enjoyed going to the mall, playing cards,
visiting with friends, and spending time with her
children. She is preceded in death by her husband,
Virgil; brother Orlin Maanum ’33; sisters Pearl
Maanum Dehne ’40 and Mildred Maanum; and sonin-law Dale Moberg. She is survived by two children,
five grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, and five
great-great-grandchildren.
Marcine Nelson Degendorfer ’36, Edina, passed away
June 2015. Following graduation from the University
of Minnesota, she taught home economics in Spring
Grove, Mound, Minneapolis, and Richfield. She
was preceded in death by her husband, Glenn, and
brother Elmer Nelson ’28. She is survived by her
son, daughter, four grandchildren, and two greatgrandchildren.

Richard “Dick” Myers ’37, Hancock, passed away
June 2015. He farmed with his wife, Hazel, near
Hancock until retiring in 1983. He is survived by seven
children, 12 grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren,
four great-great-grandchildren, and his brother Bill.
He was preceded in death by his wife, brother Charles,
and son-in-law Neil Schumacher.
Bert Enestvedt ’38, Sacred Heart, passed away May
2015. After graduating Bert worked in the seed
business—his passion—for more than 50 years with
brothers Odean and Johannes ’34 as the Enestvedt
Brothers Seed Corn Company. He was a founding
member of the Minnesota Soybean Growers
Association as well as director of the Minnesota
Crop Improvement Association and many other
organizations. He was the first recipient of the Siehl
Prize for Excellence in Production Agriculture
from the University of Minnesota and even had a
soybean variety named after him. He is survived by
his wife, Verne; daughters Karyn Enestvedt-Sportel
(Morris ’79), Mary, and Jean; eight grandchildren;
and nine great-grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by brothers Odean and Johannes, sisters Alberta
and Clara, and two grandsons.
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Juel “J.C.” Stenson ’38, Morris, passed away August
2015. Juel co-owned and operated Sloneker & Stenson
Grocery Store in Hancock for 30 years. Following
its sale he continued to work in the store while also
driving school bus for the Hancock school district.
He is preceded in death by his wife, Helen, and his 11
older brothers. He is survived by his son, daughter,
one granddaughter, and two great-granddaughters.
Barbara Dewey Fehrenbacher ’38, Lacon, Illinois,
passed away May 2015. Barbara wrote recipe columns
for the Lake Region REA News Flashes from 1976 until
1984, a monthly feature her mother, Margaretta
Dewey, began writing in the 1950s. Subsequently she
and her sister, Geneva Dewey Davenport ’41, coauthored and published two cookbooks. She was preceded
in death by her husband, George, and son, Richard.
She is survived by siblings Irving (Donna) ’45, Alan
(Janet) ’47, Geneva, and Jack (Bert); three children;
and six grandchildren.
Lloyd Steussy ’39, Breckenridge, passed away May
2015. After graduation he entered the Army Air
Force, where he learned to repair airplanes, eventually
specializing in servicing and repairing B-17 war planes.
Once World War II ended, the Steussys settled on a
farm where they raised cattle, horses, and more. He
was a life member of American Legion Post 53 and
was the Foxhome Township Clerk for more than 50
years as well as the Township Assessor. Lloyd and his
wife, Hazel Wille Steussy ’42, traveled to every state
in the continental United States as well as Alaska.
He is survived by his wife of 71 years, sons Dennis
and Brad, twin daughters Paula and Paulette, eight
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and several
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by sons
Dale ’62 and Leslie, three brothers, four sisters, and
grandson Ethanuel Holznagel.
Harold “Dick” Ahlsten ’40, Breckenridge, passed
away February 2011. Harold farmed with his brother,
Clarence ’34, in his early years. He then went on to
maintain and manage Wheaton Lanes, a bowling alley
in Wheaton, for several years with his wife, Esther.
Harold bought old houses and remodeled them for
sale to young people as a hobby. He enjoyed playing
horseshoes, golfing, singing in the church choir, and
bowling. He is survived by his wife, two children, four
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. He was
preceded in death by his four brothers and five sisters.
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Gertie Severson Engel ’41 passed away August 2014.
She and husband Delphin farmed the Severson farm
until retirement. She is survived by her two daughters,
son, eight grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband.
Nathan Geurts ’41, Minneapolis, passed away January
2015. He was preceded in death by his wife, Beverly;
parents; and five siblings. He is survived by four
children and four grandchildren.
Lois Mesenbrink Hamann ’43, Benson, passed away
January 2015. She lived on a farm with her husband,
Wilbur “Bertie” Hamann Sr., until they moved to
Benson in 1980 and Scofield Place in 2004. She
was an active member of Fairfield Trinity Lutheran
Church: teaching Sunday school, singing in the
Ladies Choir, and serving in the Dorcas Guild. She
enjoyed crocheting, knitting, playing cards, traveling,
gardening, volunteering at the nursing home, and
doing jigsaw puzzles. She is survived by her son and
grandson. She was preceded in death by her husband
and her brothers Archie Mesenbrink ’38 and Charles
Mesenbrink.
James “Bill” Murphy ’44, West Des Moines, Iowa,
passed away July 2015. Once he graduated, Bill was
drafted into the army, where he served for two years.
He worked as a regional sales manager for Massey
Ferguson for 33 years, then sold real estate for Iowa
Realty for 22 years until retirement. Bill made friends
wherever he went and had a genuine interest in all
generations of his family. He is survived by sisters Mary
Ellen Montonye, and Rosalys Weiler, sister-in-law
Genny Murphy, and many nieces and nephews. He was
preceded in death by brothers George and Raymond
and brothers-in-law Paul Montonye and Maurice
Weiler.
Jerome Clayton Ricks ’45, Alexandria, passed away
March 2014. After graduating he farmed with his
father and sold Lutheran Brotherhood Insurance
for 28 years. He served for seven months in the
United States Air Force. He was very involved in his
community, serving on the United Lutheran Church
Council and on the Elbow Lake-Wendell school board.
He taught Sunday school, visited people through Elder
Network, and was a proud member of the Golden Ks.
He enjoyed watching and taking photos and videos of
his children and grandchildren. He is survived by his

wife of 62 years, Jean; his children Susan, David, and
Nancy; 10 grandchildren; six great-grandchildren;
and brother Lowell Ricks. He was preceded in death by
daughter Kathryn.
Carol Lamb Berg ’45, Chokio, passed away May 2015.
After graduating she was employed as a stenographer
at WCSA for two years. She then married Charles
Berg ’45, and they bought farmland in Stevens and
Traverse Counties. During her husband’s 26 years in
the Minnesota Senate, she lived part of her year in
Saint Paul and part of her year on the farm. She was a
member of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Chokio,
a member and president of the Dome Club, and a
longtime member of the Weavers Guild of Minnesota.
She is survived by daughters Bonnie, Laurie, Marla,
and Dixie; sons Charles Jr., Colin, and Adam; sisters
Verva Kristenson ’44, Joice Coone, Janice, and
Sharon; brother Ward ’47; sisters-in-law Janice
Arneson ’55 and Patricia Nokleby ’58; brother-inlaw Robert Berg ’49; 14 grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her
husband, brother Dennis, sister Alice, and father-inlaw Carl Berg ’21.
Raymond “Pete” Lembcke ’46, Morris, passed away
June 2015. After graduating Pete began farming with
his family. In 1953 he was drafted into the United
States Army, where he served as infantry during the
Korean War. He began working at the University of
Minnesota, Morris in 1969 while continuing to farm.
He retired from the University in 1993 and worked
part-time as a handyman at Kleespie Tank for 13
years. He enjoyed traveling, playing cards, gardening,
mowing lawn, camping, and tinkering. He is survived
by his wife, Esther; children Duane, Ed, Barb, Jean,
Nancy, Fred, and Janet; 16 grandchildren; seven greatgrandchildren; and brother James. He was preceded
in death by brothers John, Hank, Lawrence, and Frank
and sisters Marion, Dorothy, Amanda, and Evelyn.
Phyllis Janachovsky Hengel ’46, Redwood Falls,
passed away July 2012. In her early years Phyllis farmed
with her husband, Norbert, in Lucan and near Milroy
and, later, near Belgrade. They moved to a farm in
Sheridan Township in 1954. She worked at Control
Data, Jackpot Junction, and Western Community
Action as a volunteer driver after retirement. She
loved crocheting, sewing, doing ceramics, dancing—
especially the polka—playing piano, listening to

old-time music, and having the grandchildren and
great-grandchildren around. She is survived by her
children Diane, Daniel, David, Juanita, Julie, Jill, and
Darlene; 22 grandchildren; 23 great-grandchildren;
other relatives; and many friends. She was preceded
in death by her husband, three children, and three
grandchildren.
Warren Erickson ’47, Doran, passed away August
2014. After graduating from WCSA Warren returned
home to help with the family farm. With his wife,
Marjorie, he moved to Western Township, where
they had continued to live. Warren was a lifelong
member of the Vukku Lutheran Church. He also was
active on many boards such as the Midland Co-Op
Oil Board and the Mid Am dairy board; he also was a
past president and founding member of the cemetery
board. He enjoyed water sports—especially teaching
family and friends how to water-ski—traveling, and
spending time with family. He is survived by his
wife; children Diane, Rebecca, Brad, and Daniel;
daughter-in-law Tammy; 10 grandchildren; 11 greatgrandchildren; and sister Phyllis Quanbeck. He was
preceded in death by his son Dale and his infant
grandson.
Donald Poppe ’47, Morris, passed away April 2015.
He served in the United States Air Force as an airplane
mechanic for four years. He owned and operated
Poppe Standard Oil Station in Morris and was
employed as an auto-parts salesman until retirement
in 1992. He was an active member of Saint Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Morris, the American
Legion, VFW, AmVets, and 9-F Sportsman’s Club.
He enjoyed telling stories, catching and eating fish,
traveling to new places with wife Marjorie, and working
in his vegetable garden. His red Chevrolet pickup truck
was well known to many. He is survived by his wife,
sons Steven and David (Morris ’03), grandsons Corey
and Kristofer, sister Donna, brother James, and many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by one
brother-in-law, James Nibbe.
Roger Evavaold ’48, Fergus Falls, passed away April
2015. Following discharge from the United States
Army, he worked with his father, eventually becoming
a partner at Evavold Construction before retiring in
1998. He was an avid golfer, he liked to work on his
home, and he was a devoted fan of the Fergus Falls
Otters, Vikings, Twins, Gophers, and Bison. Roger is
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survived by his wife, Beverly; sons Wayne (Kay), Daryl
(Amy), and Darin (Deidre); 11 grandchildren; eight
great-grandchildren (with two more expected this fall);
one brother; and three sisters.
Lorna Chapman Hahn ’50, Prior Lake, passed away
April 2014. She married her high school sweetheart,
Gene Hahn, and worked for Northwestern Bell
for 34 years until retirement. A longtime resident
of Shakopee, she spent her summers in Big Lake
and her winters in Apache Junction, Arizona. She
enjoyed golfing, reading, crossword puzzles, painting,
needlework, church activities, and playing the organ
and singing. She is survived by sons Terry and Roger;
grandsons Rob, Mike, Tim, and Andrew; and brothers
and sisters Mavis Muller ’55, Sharilyn King ’58,
Sheldon Chapman ’60, and LeEtta VanOrt. She
was preceded in death by her husband and parents,
Raymond Chapman ’33 and Anna Chapman ’32.
Lenard Elgin ’50, Bertha, passed away January 2015.
He married the love of his life, Arlene, and then
served in the army for two years. He worked at Graco
for 18 years, but then found his passion in farming for
more than 30 years. When he could no longer farm,
he worked at J & R Mattress factory until the company
closed. He loved to hunt, fish, and spend time with
family and friends (when not farming). He was active
in Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church, where he served as an
elder and taught both Sunday school and Release Time
for 30 years. He had fond memories of going to school
at WCSA and enjoyed reading the WCSA AlumNews. He
is survived by his wife; six siblings; sons Llyod, Brian,
Ron, and Leland; daughter Melissa; 16 grandchildren;
12 great-grandchildren; and many friends and
neighbors.
John “Jack” Henning ’51, Shakopee, passed away
November 2013. He served in the United States
Air Force during the Korean War. Jack worked at
LifeTime Fitness as a construction manager until
retirement. He was a former resident of both Belle
Plaine and Plymouth. He is survived by his wife, Judy;
six children; 11 grandchildren; sisters Leona Ausham,
Cleo Taylor ’51, and Wilda Myers; and brother Bill.
He was preceded in death by brothers and sisters.
Roy Hormann ’51, Wheaton, passed away July 2015.
He was a farmer near Wheaton. He is survived by
wife Shirley, five children (Linda, Steven, Brenda,
10

Janice and Curtis), and grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. He is also survived by sisters Ila Mae
Hervey ’47, Lois Wenker ’49, Rita Leppanen ’59, Avis
Grohs, and Ione Reynolds. He was preceded in death by
brother Dale Hormann ’55 and Jane DePew ’56.
Gerald “Jerry” Tolifson ’54, Onamia and Texas,
passed away August 2011. For many years he and his
wife, Sonja, owned and operated the Northstar Resort
on the west shore of Mille Lacs Lake. He enjoyed the
outdoors, especially fishing with his children and many
grandchildren.
Duane Anderson ’55, Escondido, California, passed
away April 2014. He moved to California in 1959 and
was drafted into the army, where he served for two years.
He spent his career as a bottled-water plant general
manager for 35 years. He is survived by his wife of 50
years, Charlene; daughter Lanette; son Craig; four
grandchildren; brother Charles; and countless other
family members and friends.
Jane Vogt Fuhrman ’56, Graceville,
passed away March 2015. Jane loved
being a farm wife and raising her
children. She was a lifelong member
of Trinity Lutheran Church and
taught Sunday school for many years.
She also was a member of the choir
and Ladies Aid and served as church
secretary. She enjoyed golfing,
painting, and piloting a club plane.
She is survived by her husband, Eugene ’56; daughters
Debra, Christa, and Lori; eight grandchildren; 13
great-grandchildren; and sister Linda Cole ’61. She
was preceded in death by brother Robert Vogt ’54.
Jerry Sloneker ’58, Cedar, passed away May 2015.
Following graduation Jerry became a journeyman meat
cutter and, eventually, the owner of Morning Fresh
Dairy, a home milk-delivery service. He was an avid
outdoorsman and enjoyed snowmobiling, games of
pool, hunting, fishing, designing and building icefish houses, pulling pranks to make others laugh, and
spending time with friends and family. He loved all
kinds of animals and passed this love on to his children
and grandchildren. He is survived by his wife of 52
years, Patricia; four children; four grandchildren; three
brothers; and two sisters. He was preceded in death by
sister Donna.

Faculty and Staff
Gene Robinson, Red Wing, passed away February
2015. He taught at WCSA from 1951 until 1955 and
was also proctor at Spooner Hall, the freshman boys’
dormitory. The family has many happy memories of
life in Spooner Hall. In Red Wing he taught in the
public high school until retiring in 1986. He was
an active volunteer in the community and served on
many civic boards. He and his wife, Elaine, enjoyed
many years of traveling through the United States and
Europe.
Roxie Smith Grandprey, Windom, passed away
May 2015. Roxie was a teacher for most of her life.
She began her teaching career in Morris in 1952
and continued to teach in Harmony, Lakefield, and
Windom schools. She is survived by Loie, her husband
of 60 years; children Lee, Jay, and Susan Anundson;
and four granddaughters.
Ethel Gillmor Bohan, Galesburg, Illinois, passed
away November 2014. She was a member of the WCSA
faculty during the 1938–39 academic year. She went
on to teach art at Downers Grove Community High
School from 1939 until 1942, then studied jewelry and
art metalwork at the Art Institute of Chicago. She won
several awards and had numerous pieces of artwork
exhibited. She is survived by children John, Nancy,
Ruth, Timothy, and Jane; five grandchildren; and
eight great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death
by her husband, John.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monday, February 8, 2016
Arizona Reunion, 10 a.m.
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Texas Reunion, 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, May 26, 2016
WCSA Garden Planting, 9 a.m.
Board Meeting
Immediately after garden planting
Saturday, July 16, 2016
WCSA Summer Reunion
Thursday, July 28, 2016
WCROC Horticulture Night, 5–9 p.m.

Home Economics under construction ca. 1955

Class Notes
WCSA alumni love reading Class Notes, so
please send us your updates! Mail us a letter,
give us a call, or send us an email about your
careers, families, travels, hobbies, activities,
and WCSA memories. We will include your
news in the next AlumnNEWS issue. The
deadline for submission is March 1, 2016.
Funding for AlumNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank
you to those who have given in the past—
we appreciate your support! Checks to
fund AlumNEWS can be made payable to the
University of Minnesota, Morris and sent to
the address at below.
AlumNEWS Online
WCSA AlumNEWS—along with WCSA photos
and history—is available online at alumni.
morris.umn.edu/wcsa-alumni-association or
alumni.morris.umn.edu. If you would prefer
to access the newsletter exclusively online,
please contact us to request that your name be
removed from the conventional mailing list.
AlumNEWS is produced by the Office
of External Relations. It is available in
alternative formats upon request. Class news,
donations, comments, corrections, and
questions may be directed to:
Carla Riley ’85
Director of External Relations
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6394
rileycj@morris.umn.edu
11

WCSA Alumni Association
Board of Directors
Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, president
2595 330th Avenue
Rothsay, Minnesota 56579-9209
218-867-2674

Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 E 4th St
Morris, MN 56267-2134

Nonprofit
US Postage
PAID
Morris, MN
Permit No. 123

Address Service Requested

Thomas Payne ’60, vice president
4564 368th Avenue
Montevideo, MN 56265-6436
320-269-8755
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary
1000 Park Avenue
Morris, Minnesota 56267-1859
320-585-1935
James Dewey ’54, treasurer
707 West Stanton Avenue
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537-2511
218-736-4843
Sherry Bergeland Johnson ’62
27 East Oaks Road
North Oaks, MN 55127-2527
612-709-9099
Keith Kvistero ’62
13035 Highway 40 Northwest
Milan, Minnesota 56262-2408
320-734-4659
Loren Maahs ’56
21755 290th Street
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537-7315
218-739-3530
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, South Dakota 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Donna Mecklenburg ’58
227 Lana Court
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537
218-998-4089
Legislative Interface and
Fund Raising Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, Minnesota 56309
218-747-2121
Alumni Garden Committee
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, chair
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, Minnesota 56308
320-763-5814

Built on land gifted to Morris in 2014, the new EcoStation outdoor
learning venue expands the University’s capacity to conduct
environmental education, research, and stewardship in the west
central region.
The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity educator and employer.
Printed on recycled and recyclable paper with postconsumer content.

